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Table 288.—Earned degrees in engineering conferred by degree-granting institutions, by level of degree and sex of
student: 1949–50 to 1999–2000

Year
Bachelor’s degrees Master’s degrees Doctor’s degrees

Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1949–50 ............... 52,246 52,071 175 4,496 4,481 15 417 416 1
1959–60 ............... 37,679 37,537 142 7,159 7,133 26 786 783 3
1969–70 ............... 44,479 44,149 330 15,593 15,421 172 3,681 3,657 24
1970–71 ............... 50,046 49,646 400 16,443 16,258 185 3,638 3,615 23
1971–72 ............... 51,164 50,638 526 16,960 16,688 272 3,671 3,649 22
1972–73 ............... 51,265 50,652 613 16,619 16,341 278 3,492 3,438 54
1973–74 ............... 50,286 49,490 796 15,379 15,023 356 3,312 3,257 55
1974–75 ............... 46,852 45,838 1,014 15,348 14,973 375 3,108 3,042 66
1975–76 ............... 46,331 44,871 1,460 16,342 15,760 582 2,821 2,755 66
1976–77 ............... 49,283 47,065 2,218 16,245 15,525 720 2,586 2,513 73
1977–78 ............... 55,654 51,945 3,709 16,398 15,533 865 2,440 2,383 57
1978–79 ............... 62,375 57,201 5,174 15,495 14,544 951 2,506 2,423 83
1979–80 ............... 68,893 62,488 6,405 16,243 15,101 1,142 2,507 2,412 95
1980–81 ............... 75,000 67,301 7,699 16,709 15,347 1,362 2,561 2,457 104
1981–82 ............... 80,005 70,899 9,106 17,939 16,311 1,628 2,636 2,496 140
1982–83 ............... 89,018 78,096 10,922 19,344 17,548 1,796 2,831 2,706 125
1983–84 ............... 94,185 82,092 12,093 20,655 18,500 2,155 2,981 2,816 165
1984–85 ............... 95,828 83,232 12,596 21,555 19,247 2,308 3,230 3,022 208
1985–86 ............... 95,660 83,117 12,543 21,657 19,165 2,492 3,410 3,181 229
1986–87 ............... 92,816 80,104 12,712 22,654 19,804 2,850 3,818 3,555 263
1987–88 ............... 88,506 76,372 12,134 23,385 20,476 2,909 4,191 3,898 293
1988–89 ............... 85,002 73,436 11,566 24,568 21,374 3,194 4,523 4,123 400
1989–90 ............... 81,322 70,071 11,251 24,772 21,357 3,415 4,981 4,536 445
1990–91 ............... 78,650 67,738 10,912 24,958 21,430 3,528 5,272 4,787 485
1991–92 ............... 77,541 66,716 10,825 25,977 22,143 3,834 5,499 4,972 527
1992–93 ............... 78,051 66,836 11,215 28,726 24,454 4,272 5,843 5,283 560
1993–94 ............... 78,225 66,597 11,628 29,754 25,154 4,600 5,979 5,315 664
1994–95 ............... 78,154 65,933 12,221 29,670 24,836 4,834 6,128 5,399 729
1995–96 ............... 77,437 64,956 12,481 28,566 23,641 4,925 6,380 5,580 800
1996–97 ............... 75,157 62,648 12,509 26,827 21,928 4,899 6,210 5,446 764
1997–98 ............... 73,910 61,440 12,470 27,088 21,698 5,390 5,994 5,261 733
1998–99 ............... 71,904 59,187 12,717 26,558 21,268 5,290 5,427 4,649 778
1999–2000 ........... 72,555 59,145 13,410 26,522 20,968 5,554 5,390 4,555 835

NOTE: Includes degrees in engineering; engineering-related technologies; construction
trades; and mechanics and repairers from 1969–70 through 1999–2000. Data for 1998–
99 imputed using alternative procedures. (See Guide to Sources for details.) 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS), ‘‘Degrees and Other Formal
Awards Conferred’’ surveys, and Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System
(IPEDS), ‘‘Completions’’ surveys. (This table was prepared August 2001.)

Year

Chemical engineering Civil engineering Electrical, electronics, and
communications engineering

Mechanical engineering

Bachelor’s Master’s Doctor’s Bachelor’s Master’s Doctor’s Bachelor’s Master’s Doctor’s Bachelor’s Master’s Doctor’s

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

1970–71 ............ 3,579 1,100 406 6,526 2,425 446 12,198 4,282 879 8,858 2,237 438
1971–72 ............ 3,625 1,154 394 6,803 2,487 415 12,101 4,206 824 8,530 2,282 411
1972–73 ............ 3,578 1,051 397 7,390 2,627 397 12,313 3,895 791 8,523 2,141 370
1973–74 ............ 3,399 1,044 400 8,017 2,652 368 11,316 3,499 705 7,677 1,843 385
1974–75 ............ 3,070 990 346 7,651 2,769 356 10,161 3,469 701 6,890 1,858 340
1975–76 ............ 3,140 1,031 308 7,923 2,999 370 9,791 3,774 649 6,800 1,907 305
1976–77 ............ 3,524 1,086 291 8,228 2,964 309 9,936 3,788 566 7,703 1,952 283
1977–78 ............ 4,569 1,235 259 9,135 2,685 277 11,133 3,740 503 8,875 1,942 279
1978–79 ............ 5,568 1,149 304 9,809 2,646 253 12,338 3,591 586 10,107 1,877 271
1979–80 ............ 6,320 1,270 284 10,326 2,683 270 13,821 3,836 525 11,808 2,060 281
1980–81 ............ 6,527 1,267 300 10,678 2,891 325 14,938 3,901 535 13,329 2,291 276
1981–82 ............ 6,740 1,285 311 10,524 2,995 329 16,455 4,462 526 13,922 2,399 333
1982–83 ............ 7,185 1,368 319 9,989 3,074 340 18,049 4,531 550 15,675 2,511 299
1983–84 ............ 7,475 1,514 330 9,693 3,146 369 19,943 5,078 585 16,629 2,797 319
1984–85 ............ 7,146 1,544 418 9,162 3,172 377 21,691 5,153 660 16,794 3,053 409
1985–86 ............ 5,877 1,361 446 8,679 2,926 395 23,742 5,534 722 16,194 3,075 426
1986–87 ............ 4,991 1,184 497 8,147 2,901 451 24,547 6,183 724 15,450 3,198 528
1987–88 ............ 3,917 1,088 579 7,488 2,836 481 23,597 6,688 860 14,900 3,329 596
1988–89 ............ 3,663 1,093 602 7,312 2,903 505 21,908 7,028 998 14,843 3,498 633
1989–90 ............ 3,430 1,035 562 7,252 2,812 516 20,711 7,225 1,162 14,336 3,424 742
1990–91 ............ 3,444 903 611 7,314 2,927 536 19,320 7,095 1,220 13,977 3,516 757
1991–92 ............ 3,754 956 590 8,034 3,113 540 17,958 7,360 1,282 14,067 3,653 851
1992–93 ............ 4,459 990 595 8,868 3,610 577 17,281 7,870 1,413 14,464 3,982 871
1993–94 ............ 5,163 1,032 604 9,479 3,873 651 15,823 7,791 1,470 15,030 4,099 887
1994–95 ............ 5,901 1,085 571 9,927 4,077 625 14,929 7,693 1,543 14,794 4,213 890
1995–96 ............ 6,319 1,176 670 10,607 3,905 616 13,900 7,103 1,591 14,177 3,881 940
1996–97 ............ 6,564 1,131 650 10,437 3,833 640 13,336 6,393 1,512 13,493 3,608 913
1997–98 ............ 6,319 1,128 652 9,926 3,795 610 12,995 6,737 1,458 13,071 3,441 933
1998–99 ............ 6,033 1,130 572 9,121 3,648 543 12,531 6,690 1,303 12,705 3,258 774
1999–2000 ........ 5,807 1,078 590 8,136 3,433 543 12,930 6,926 1,392 12,807 3,273 776

NOTE: From 1970–71 to 1981–82, civil engineering includes construction and trans-
portation engineering. Degrees in engineering-related technologies are not included in
this tabulation. Data for 1998–99 imputed using alternative procedures. (See Guide to
Sources for details.) 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS), ‘‘Degrees and Other Formal
Awards Conferred’’ surveys, and Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System
(IPEDS), ‘‘Completions’’ surveys. (This table was prepared August 2001.)


